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35     LATIMER'S CONVERSION

Hugh Latimer was born about 1490 at Thurcaston near Leicester. He
went up to Cambridge at the age of 14, and was converted to Protestantism
about 1521, when he was proceeding to the degree of B.D. He became
Bishop of Worcester in 1535, an(* was burned in 1555.

The First Sermon upon the Lordes Prayer.

Here I have occasion to tell you a story which happened
at Cambridge. Maister Bylney (or rather Saint Bilney that
suffred death for Gods worde sake) the same Bylney was the
instrument whereby God called me to knowledge, for I may
thanke hym, next to God, for that knowledge that I have in
the worde of God. For 1 was as obstinate a Papist as any was
in England, in so much that when I should bee made Bacheler
of Divinitie,my whole Oration went agaynst PhilipMelancthon,
and agaynst his opinions. Bilney heard me at that tyme, and
perceived that I was zelous without knowledge, and he carne
to me afterward in my studie, and desired me for Gods sake
to heare his confession. I did so. And to say the trueth, by
his confession I learned more then before in mafty yeares.
So from that tyme forward I began to smell the word of God,
and forsooke the Schoole Doctoures and such fooleries.

Now after I had beene acquainted with hirn, I went with
him to visite the prisoners in the tower at Cambridge, for he
was ever visiting prisoners and sicke folke, So wee went
together, and exhorted them as well as we were able to doe,
moving them to patience, and to acknowledge their faultes.

36     UTOPIAN MONKS AND CLERGY
Mere's Utopia, tr. Ralph Robinson, 1551 (ed. Lumby, 1879, P< i$o)*
Compare More's satire on monks and friars on pp. 45, 81 of the same
edition.
They [the Utopians] thinke that the contemplation of
nature, and the prayse thereof comminge, is to God a very,
acceptable honoure.   Yet there be many so eaqaestlye bent,v
and affectioned to religion, that they passe no tiling for lern-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